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Appointment of library
director is official
At the first meeting of the SAPL
Board of Directors in September, 200 l,
the news about Kathy Arsenault's
appointment as Library Director for
the Poynter Library was still rather
new. It had not been publicly announced to the media, and even many
board members did not know. We had
a brief celebration, but decided that a
more official event recognizing
Kathy's appointment was called for.
A committee (Sally Poynter, cha ir,
and Marion Ballard, Najwa Hahn, Rita
Gould, and Betty Jean Miller) volunteered. The result was a glorious party
on November 14 at the Ballard home,
where nearl y I 00 guests were present
to honor Kathy.
The guests represented many
from our SAPL general me mbership,
the Campus Ad visory Board, Town
and Gown, Library staff, University
faculty, and friends o f Kathy and Ray.
I'm sure those of you in attendance
will agree that the weather and setting
were wonderful, and the food, donated
by SAPL board members, was fabulous.
.
And best of all, after a long watt,
we all agree that a better candidate
See NEWS on page 2
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Gift to library brings
Bayboro's past to life
By Theodora Aggeles

St. Petersburg resident Don Saxer has given
Poynter Library his treasured collection of
photographs and memorabilia documenting the
World War II era U.S. Maritime Service base
where USF St. Petersburg now stands. The
Maritime Service Training Center, one of three
nationwide, operated at Bayboro Harbor from
1939 to 1950.
The "Joseph Conrad" was
Don Saxer remembers when St. Petersburg
a beautijill training ship.
celebrated Maritime Service Day each May 22nd
with a parade. He recalls wreaths tossed into the bay in memory of young
Me rchant Marines, many whom Saxer knew personally, because he helped train
them.
Saxer was originally a trainee, but was asked upon graduation to join the
staff. He eventually rose to the rank of Chief Petty Officer, serving at Bayboro
until the base was deconunissioned.
During the war, the Maritime Service trained crews for private companies
taken over by the government that had the dangerous assignment of transp01t ing
supplies o verseas during wartime.
" We were actually employed by the U.S . government," said Saxer. "Originally, when I arri ved in 1943, we were under the War and Shipping Administration and later came under the
Department of Commerce."
Saxer stayed l l years
helping to train more than
25,000 men. Space for
training was always a
problem at B ayboro. When
the Army vacated the Vinoy
and Soreno Hotels, the
Maritime Service moved in,
converting ballrooms into
classrooms and gardens into
outside exercise tracts.
USMS trainees, having completed training and awaiting
shipment to sea in 1vinter uniforms, gather in.fro/11 ofthe
original "8" building.

See SAXER on page 3
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SAPL celebrates new
library director
I have attended many memorable
SAPL events in my years at Poynter
Library, but I'm sure that the one
closest to my heart will always be the
reception held November 14,2001, in
honor of my appointment lo the library
directorship.
Marion and Bill Ballard, among the
hosts for the first ever SAPL organizational meeting, offered their beautiful
waterfront home for this special
evening, and the SAPL board provided
delicious food.
President
Margaret Tappan
introduced me to
the many guests.
W hen Sally
Poynter preKathy 011 her big night.
sented me with a

NEWS from page 1
than Kathy Arsenault could not
have been chosen for Library
Director at USF St. Petersburg.
Many thanks to the committee,
board members, and especially to
Barbara Reynolds, Eleanor Shaffer,
and Lois Bryce of the Library staff,
who handled invitations, responses,
name tags, and myriad other detai ls,
as well as Jerry Notaro, who took
the pictures.
Al our January Board meeting,
we returned to the other work of
SAPL, with our Annual Fiction
Contest, Book Fair and a very
special Annual Meeting on our
"plate" for the rest of the year.
You w ill find out more about
these three events in other articles
in this news letter.

Stairsteps: Imogene McCorkle, Joyce
Wm Hom and Theodora Aggeles.

corsage of yellow roses, I felt like a
prom queen!
Almost I 00 people attended,
including some of the newest of our
SAPL members and others who have
been library advocates since ground
was broken for the original Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library. Among
them were life members of SAPL,
including Marion Ballard, Niela
Eliason, Elizabeth Haslam, David
Hubbell, Gene Patterson, Sally
Poynter, Gus Stavros, Joyce Van Horn,
and Anne and Werner Von Rosensteil.
Librarians Deb Henry, Karilyn
Jaap, Jackie Jackson, Tina Neville,
Jerry Notaro, and, of course, administrative assistant Barbara Reynolds
represented our top-notch library staff.

I was delighted to see Jackie
Shewmaker, who steered us through
many librmy transitions in her vm·ious
interim directorships, because she
represented to me a long tradition of
dedicated directors. Jackie and my
four other predecessors, all creative
and committed librarians, have worked
in their distinctive ways to improve the
services, facilities , and collections of
the Library since its beginning in 1968.
I am honored to follow in the
footsteps of library directors Doris
Cook, Sam Fustukjian, Mm·y Grigsby,
and Lanny Graves, and I am enormously grateful to have, as they did, an
amazingly supportive community
behind me.

SAPLhoard member Nie/a Eliason and retired
interimlihraJ)' director Jackie Slze1vnwker
celebrate Kathy~· new appointment.

Historic film to premiere at annual meeting
The Poynter Librm·y has received an originall6mm film of St. Petersburg,
taken in the late 1920s on one of the original "movie cameras" produced by
Kodak.
The donor of this unusual gift was Phyllis Jordan of Denver, Colo., whose
father-in-law took the film while on a visit to St. Petersburg sometime during the
1920s, shortly after the Yinoy Hotel opened. The film had been preserved for all
these years, and is in amazingly good condition.
The SAPL Bom·d viewed the film at its January meeting, and decided to
have it reproduced and shown as the "centerpiece" of our annual meeting
scheduled for the evening of April 26, 2002. Watch your mailbox for an invitation!

Annual book fair coming to campus
The Society for Advancement of Poynter Library and University of
South Florida St. Petersburg present their annual book fair on Saturday, April20,
2002 from 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Please join us in Davis Hall, Room 130 for
great savings on books of all types. See yo ur flier for more details. Hope to see
you there!

A new department
but a familar face
by l en)• Notaro

Jim Schnur, Poynter Library's first
official Special Collections Librarian, is
no stranger to USF St. Petersburg. In
fact, his journey here began 36 years
ago just blocks from the library at
Mound Park Hospital, now Bayfront.
A true native, Jim graduated fro m
Boca Ciega High School, the University of Tampa (AA in History), and St.
Pete Junior College (AA in Computer
Science), before transferring to USF in
the fall of 1986. He completed a BA
(History, 1988), MA (History, 1995),
and MALS (Master of Arts in Library
Science, 1996), all at USF.
Jim worked as a graduate assistant
at the Poynter Library, serving at
various times in the audiovisual,
circulati on, and technical services
departments. Before his thesis research became too time consuming, he
also briefly worked as the senior A/V
equipment operator.

During Mary Grigsby's tenure as
director, Jim began planning and
developing a new special collections
program, eventually installing shelving
and moving materials during the big
move to the special
collections area in
the new library in
the summer of
1996.
Jim was the
Jim Schnur
proud tour docent
Special Collections
or Special Collections exhibits during the library dedication ceremonies a few months later.
After eight years, Grigsby's plan for a
full-time special collections librarian
has finally come to pass.
Beginning his professional career
as a reference librarian at Tarpon
Springs Public Library, within four
months Jim was promoted to Assistant
Library Director. He also served as
Head of Adult Services and Assistant
Library Director at Gulf Beaches
Library for approximately two years.

Wanting to return to the academic
world, Jim joined Eckerd College's
Program for Experienced Leamers
(PEL) in 1999 as their College University Center Coordinator. Jim has also
been an adjunct instructor in the PEL
program since 1996, offering, among
several history courses, a popular
Florida history course.
Jim maintains many active memberships in histmical and libraryrelated organizations. He is currently
revising his manuscript on the
McCarthy-era Flo1ida Legislative
Investigation Committee ("the Johns
Committee") into a possible scholarly
monograph.
Jim says he is "very excited about
returning to the campus library, and I
look forward to playing an important
role in preserving, promoting, and
shaping the archival and cultural
treasures located at USF St. Petersburg. I look forward to working with
students, faculty, SAPL members, and
other friends of the community for
many years to come."
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Although not qualified to defend ships, many men became crew abomd tankers and ships carrying war supplies into
dangerous waters. Leaming how to escape from a burning ship was an essential part of the training. Men learned to
plunge into a swimming pool doused with oil, then set afire.
"They practiced jumping feet first from a platform, giving them a better chance of survival," said Saxer. "lt was an
important exercise. We had to teach them how to survive."
Saxer sometimes accompanied the graduates on train trips to lheir assignments in port cilies around the nation.
"Imagine 100 wild sailors, who knew they were going to sea, but weren't sure they' d come back," Saxer said. "Merchant
Marines stepped aboard a ship as civilians, but they were side by side with enlisted men . It was a dangerous job."
Saxer is especially proud of time he served on the Joseph Conrad, a sailing ship built in 1882 that often anchored in
Bayboro Harbor. And he's proud of everyone who served with him at
the center from Captain Tiedemann to the many graduates who went on
to become ship captains and chief engineers.
~
When the government closed the station in 1950, a seven-man
stand-by-crew was chosen to secure and maintain the station. Saxer
Ill Ill
stayed as one of those seven until1954. In '55 the facility became city
property.
Today a memorial dedicated to the men who served in the
Maritime Service atlhe Bayboro Training Center stands at the tip of the
Marine Science peninsular.
"We had so many dedicated people," said Saxer. "I loved every
minute of it. That station did such a marvelous job and never got any
L01vering the "colors" for the last time is leji, Chief
recognition; it's kind of sad. It was a wondelful service that did so much
BuatsiVains Mate, Donald Saxer and right, Machinist
to
help the war."
Mate First Class, Bruce Wells.
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